LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER       373
You had better give out that your expedition is a movement up the Chowan upon Weldon. You are surrounded by spies, and the moment you start any movement conjecture will be busy as to its direction.
Now, if you let it be confidentially understood by a sufficient number of persons that you are going up the Chowan, that will be sure to get to the enemy. Brig. Gen'l. Wild, who does me the favor to take this to you, is also charged with some confidential matters which he will state to you, and in which I trust you will aid him.
As soon as this expedition is over, I propose to send you a Battalion of the 16th N. Y. H. Arty., as portion of your garrison at Newbern, and take the 15th Comm. (Conn.) into the field with me, unless you can state objections which do not now occur to me. I am,
Very respectfully yours, BENJ. F. BUTLEE, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Meade to General Butler
United States Military Telegraph, Ed. Qra. A. of P., NOD. 1864
No movements in Petersburg have been observed or reported up to this hour. Reports from my lines, signal officers, and deserters, indicate no change or movement.
GEORGE G. MEADE, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g. A. of P,
From General Butler to General Grant
Headquarters Army of the James, November SOth, 1864,8.45 PJI.
I HAVE been busy all day endeavoring to ascertain the truth as to the movement of the troops from here. Deserters say that Field's, Hoke's, and Kershaw's divisions have all moved, each going a different way, but gone toward Petersburg. My signal officer reports a train of six cars loaded with troops, and six open cars loaded with artillery, passing from Petersburg toward Richmond to-day. I am inclined to believe that the movement is of Hoke's division to Petersburg, only because of a difficulty and a very angry discussion which has sprung up between Hoke and Field in regard to their failure at Battery Harrison on the SOth of September last, which appeared in the Richmond papers, and that Kershaw is to take Hoke's place here. We have had literally no deserters for two days. We have nearly perfected the plan of organization of the corps. With your leave I will be down in the morning for the necessary orders. Orders will go down to-morrow to General Palmer